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Abstract

This reseach paperis a stidy of the prospects o a secudr state in Turkey since the
Refah Party, an Idlamist paty, has come to lead a codition government in power. The
origins of the secular gate will be examined to determine how the state imposed itself
alove Idam, ard subugaed a eligion that does ot recaynize a division between the
ulema, the Idamic religious leaders, and the sate. The research will explore how Turkish
Isdamism urvived and evolved to dlow the Refah Party to represent Turkish |damist
interests. The ideology and practice of the Refah Party will also be explored to determine
its orientation and meaning in Turkish padlitics. The answer will either soothe or intensify
the feass d the West over the resumgerce d Islam in the pditical ream. The burning
gueston is whether Refah’'s fundanentalist elenerts should cause lie West to be overy
concemed alout recert everts that point to the ISamists' desre to align Turkey more with
its Eastern neighbors. Solutions as well as probable outcomes will be proposed to the
difficulties the Refah Party will face in consolidaing power, ard the passhilities of

eroding the secular state’s control over society and the government.



Chapter 1

Intr oduction

Idamism ard its influerce tave became a caxcem of the West since the Iranian
Revolution of 1979 ard the subsequen energerce d pditical Isamist movements
throughout the Middle East ard North Africa. Political ISamism seeks @ increase le
influerce d Islamic religious \alues i the saial ard pditical arera o a retion.* It gaters
strength in strugging aganst the pecewved caruption of Westem influerce. The mears
to this erd vary from group to group. Islamism canseekto reasert its ideak throughthe
existing government system This charge canresuk in an Islamic scciety, but not
necessaly anldamic state. The extreme view, as n the instarce d Iran, is for Idamists
to overthrow the exsting government, ard institute anldlamic state ard saiety which
strictly adheres to Idamic law. This extreme or fundamentalism in Iran and other
movements is what the West feals nost because bits arti-Wesern ard arti-denocratic
ideology.

The formation of a calition government in Turkey betweenthe Iamist Refh Party
ard secuér True Rith Party has focused Véstem concem on the future of secudr Turkey.
The Refah Paty represers a plurality of Ilamist groups that desre power ard datus
within Turkish scciety through pditical influerce. Refh is a poponert of operating

within the curent pdlitical system to raise the casciousress & Turkish scciety to the



desirability of Islamic values. They seek an Idamic society not an Idlamic date. Its
religious agendawill be pushed through democratic means. However, the diversity of its
constituents and the strength of secular interests in the country will fo rce the Refah  Party
to compromise on its Idamist issues and palicies. The need to compromise within a
democratic process will either split the paty and remove them from power through
elections, or force it into a moderate position where it will be coopted by the existing

center-right parties.

Notes

'Metin Heper, “Islam and Democracy in Turkey: Toward a reconciliation? Middle
East Journabl, no. 1 (Winter 1997): 33.



Chapter 2

Condemned to Coalition?

Currently, seven political paties vie for Turkish votes. Only five makeup Turkey's
current patiamentary government because a par canonly hold seas if they receve ten
percent of the vote. The five paties consist of two center-right paties, Motherland and
True Rith, two certer-left, Denocratic Left and RepulticanPeople’s, ard the Idamist, the
Refah Party.

National padiamentary or Grand National Assenbly elections in Turkey are rot
winner-takeal affairs. If one paty does rot cary a ngjority of the votes, a coalition of
paties nust join togeter to form a ngority ard creat a government. Creaing a
coalition government involves regotiating the dwvision of spediic offices n the execuive.
This constant requirement to accanmodate different pdlitical idedogies wthin a
government leadsto compromise ard consideration of the diferent interests involved n
running the government. This requirement preverts one paty from dominating ard
forwarding its speciic initiatives ard pdicies. On the wlole it canbe very tenuous aml
lead to instabilit y becaus one patrty in the caalition canpul its suppat, ard asa result the
house of cards can quickly come tumbling down.

The last Turkish gereral elecions in Decenter 1995 resulted in the Refah Party

winning the bigges$ share of the vote, 21%. This resulted n Refah eaning 158 ait of 550



seats in paliament. The two center-right paties, Motherland and True Pah, won a
combined 39% of the wote or 267 ®ast. The two cener-left paties won 25% ard 125
seas! No paty had a ckar mgjority so pdlitical maneuvering was required in order to
attempt to form a working government.

Tansu Ciller led a coalition urtil September of 1995 whch consisted of her True Pah,
RepulticanPeople’s ard ultra-conservative National Action. The Decerber elections left
the Refah with the largestshare o the wte. Refh only needed oe aher paty to join
them to form a government. Refah had a legidative pluraity but not a mgority in
paliament. Despite Refah’s willin gness to compromise and thirst for power, they could
not convince any potential partner to form a coalition.

The leaderof Refh, Necnettin Erbakan finally convinced Yimaz © join him in
forming a gowernment. Howewer, Yilmaz'’s liberal backes in Motherland did not suppat
the agreement. Tansu Ciller was gill acting Prime Minister. Her charter as the leader of
the strongly secular center-right True Pah was “no codition with the fundamentalists.”®
Ciller and Yilmaz put asde their differences, joined hands, and excluded the Islamists by
forming a gwernment. The “marriage” was ot complete though To obtain analsdute
mgority the Democratic Left Party (DLP) was persuaded to join the MotherPath coalition
by agreeng to alstain if a wote of no-confiderce wascaled in Parliament. The price of
the DLP’s loyalty was that the social security system would not be refotmed.

The coalition wasnot built on mutual suppat, but on anagreenert betweenpdlitical
rivals. The military dso made its hand felt in suppating the calition by insisting that the
Idamists be kept out of power. They were succesful. The Refah Paty had beenblocked

from forming a government, and began to extract revenge in April with two motions of



censure aganst Tansu Ciller for corruption during her term as Prime Minister. She could
not accaunt for six ard a falf million dalars of government money, and could only claim
national security was a gdake in its use. Ciller’s codlition patner, Yilmaz, backed the
motions agang hea. The two began public durring nmetches agang one another, and in
late May, Ciller announced the True Path was pulling its suppat for the government
coalition?

Onre month later the Reh motioned © cersure Yilmaz. With the pesonal rankling
between Yilmaz and Ciller it was not surprising that Ciller urged her paty to suppat the
cersure. A vote of no-confiderce n July brought down Yilmaz,ard on his reek the True
Path and Refah formed a coalition of opposites that a nonth eatier would have been
termedabsurd. Asa resuk, Necenettin Erbakan becane the first Iamist Prime Minister
in Turkey’s histony’.

The predecessoof the Reéh Party was te Natonal Salvation Party (NSP). The
NSP leld seas in patdiament between1973 ad 1980 n addtion to paticipating in three
coalition governments in 1974, 1975 ad 1977. The military accused e NS of
instigating Islamic fundamentalism when they took control of the country and dissolved
the NSP m 1981. The NSP eenerged asthe Refah Paty in 1983 Isamists have been
included n the Turkish government for sewera decades.This is their first oppartunity in
power. In the pastthey have been minor acbrs and relegated to the role of the
opposition.

The calition of the secudr True Rth ard Regh is seenby most in the country asa
union of palitical exrenmesfor convenierce. The clarce d ruming the government has

forced the paties to rise aove their differences. Ciller has been accused bacceping



Refah in order to convince them to drop the corruption charges aganst her. Ciller has
cagjoled Western fears in NATO, the financial markets and the Turkish military that she can
prevert ard control ary potential misseps ly Erbakan® Parliamentary denocraces
condemned to forming coalition’s fall prey to Ciller’s belief. Each member of the coalition
feeb that they can influerce aml cantrol the aher explicitly.” The tenuous pdlitical
maneuvering required to form ard run a calition can be seenin the actons of the
politicians since the December 1995 elections.

The strength of the secular interests in the True Path will fo rce Refah to compromise
on ary Idamist agemlathey had hopedto put forward. Asthe calition stards row Tansu
Ciller is Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister while Erbakan is the Prime Minister.
If the codlition mantains its gability, the two leaders are scheduled to rotate their
positions annudly. The transfer of power will check the consolidation of Islamism. The
coalition’s other divisions of power further favors the True Path. True Path heads the
Foreign Affairs, Defense, Educaton ard Interior aswell asthe key ecanomic depatments
which includes the Treasury. Refah is responsible for only Labor, Public Works, Energy,
Agriculture, Environmert, Culture armd Relgious Affairs. These ag cetanly not the
bastions of traditional power in government.® True Path does not hold the top pct in
government, but their negotiations in forming the coalition blocked the influence of Refah

in many key institutions.



Chapter 3

The Sx Arrows ofthe Scuar State

The presen strength of secudrism in Turkey has its arigins in the founding of the
Turkish Repulic by Kemal Ataturk after WWI ard the Turkish Indepenlerce War. The
ideglisms and principles of Ataturk came to be known as Kemdism. Kemdism was a
philosophy which sought to give understanding ard meanng to the irit of the Turks
posttion in the unverse d humanity, ard the energerce d a nodem Turkey into a world
of new technology, education, ethics and féith.

Kemdism oonsists of sx arows. repuldicanism, nationaism, populism, etatism,
revolutionism and secularism. Turkey was left in ruins as aresult of WWI. From one end
of the courtry to the other the cities were barely inhabitable, people were living in poverty,
ard the roadsard industies wee in disrepar. The warfor indepenlerce hat constituted
the Turkish revolution beganin order to charge he dspaity of the caintry. The sk
arrows ofKemalism emerged from this strugdfe.

Repulicanism embodied the sovereignty of the naion into the new governing bady,
the Grard Natonal Assenbly. Turkey becane a Repulbic in direct oppasition to the
Ottoman form of sovereignty, the Sultarate amd Calphate. The castitution of the rew
Repuldic in 1923 poclamed that “No power is supeior to the Grard Naional

»13

Assembly. The previous Ottoman congtitution gave legidative powers only to the



senior member of the Ottoman family, the noble Sultan-Caliph, leader of the Ottoman
states and the Muslim world.

Ataturk’s cawcept of nationalism had three aspest The first was a Fstorical
geographic concept. The boundaries of Turkey ddined the limits of the country, and the
pele living within those oundaies tat enbraced he Turkish Repullic were Turks.
The ideawas to presewe the integrity of the cauntry that had almost been subect to
pattitioning by the foreign powers inhabiting the caintry after WWI. The secod aspect
was culural. The issue 6 race wich wasidertified with impeiialism was abardoned by
Ataturk. Turkish nationality would be based @ those that spdke Turkish, were raised
with Turkish culure, shared he ideak o other Turks aml lived on Turkish sal. This was
to hold true regardless d race @ religion. The third aspecof nationalism washumanism
Ataturk sought to dosely identify with the world. He wanted Turks to teke pridein their
membership in the international community and for the world to in turn recognize the new
Turkish government. This required that Turks ackrowledge he rights of other countries
to pursue their own interests, peace and prosperity.

The arow of populism is the kesis o Turkish denocracy. The ideaof a governing
body elected ty the pegle had no meanng in Ottoman Turkey. The principle of populism
wasconveyed by the ward “people” The Turkish Repullic was a Repulr of the pegle
and this meant that certain democratic rights were implied. All were now equd before the
law, and this included previously favored classes of people, families or commtfnities.

The rebuilding of the Turkish ecanomy took place unerthe conceptof etatism. The
Sultan-Cadliph had alowed Turkey to be exploited by foreign capitalists. Through the

Sultan-Caliph’s ignorance of economics he had subssted on payments from these



investors. The rest of the caintry remained emgaged m agticulture. The resut wasan
elite consisting of foreigners and a lower class consisting of Tlrks.

When Ataturk cane to power, the pe@le were not capalbe of ruming a modem
economy. They possessed neither the knowledge skill or capital. The economy hed to be
reinvented, ard only the state caild assura the risks nherent in esgblishing a stade
ecaomic system Etatism took on specalized ecoomic tasks hat required time scaes
suchasthe railroads. The caceptexended b areas bat might have possbly turned nto
monopolies by private companies. Mines, banks and uiilit ies are some examples of areas
that fell under state caitrol. The idea was ot to cripple individual erterprise, but to
safeguard the national unity of the courifty.

The piinciple d secudrismis essenaly the sepaation of religion ard the state. The
Ottoman empire was a religious gate. Islam is a religion that was introduced as stripping
away ewerything betweenthe teliever ard Gad. The ukmm, religious leades, slowly
interposed thenseles letweenthe two to the pant that every notion of conscierce a
government was suject to religious, ulerma, review arm appoval. Ataturk’s goal wasto
free the government from the intervention of religion. This separation dso dlowed the
deelopmert of sccial freedon ard individual conscierce asa natural right for Turkish
citizens'®

Revolutionism embodies the previous five arrows of Kemd'’ s philosophy. 1t becomes
the hope and guamntee of holding on to the gans made n Ataturk’s revolution to
nationalize Turkey. Reform of the piinciples was pssble, but not as a eturn to the
Ottoman ways. Ataturk warted science to lead he clarge n the ancoming revolutions

within Turkey. Through positive science, not mydgicism or dogma, Kemdism could



remake am revitalize tsef without straying from the inviolade conceps of the
revolution®

Kemdism has mantained its vitality, influence and supremacy in the srength of its
institutions despie repeatd attacks upa its pinciples. Turkey like ary other nation can
not escapefrom its history. The gipe d the secudr state on Turkish scciety ard
government is very srong. The Refah Paty, a decidedly Islamist party, has strong secular
elements within its constituercy. A recert padl of Reth members held Ataturk as te
greaest man that ewer lived alead & even Mohammed the piophet. Refh's own core

constituency will certainly not tolerate the dismantling of Atatuse€sularstate.
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Chapter 4

Consolidation of Secuarism

Turkey emergedfrom WWI as a lboken country without honor, value a seenngly,
rights. Kemal Ataturk founded a ew Turkish state an scence, logic ard the realties o
the world, but to cnvincingly do so his primary task was to remove the power and
influence of religion over the state.

Turkey is the only Mudim country with a secular government that separates Isam
from the State. Kemd Ataturk disestablished Islam in the Turkish political order by
replacing the identity, authority and loyalty of Islam with that of the nation of Tdrkey.

Ataturk’s nationalist movement understood the pawer of religion ard used i to unfy
Turkey, but Ataturk viewed Ham as a érce hat preverted the nodemizaton ard
therefore the prospeiity of the cauntry. Modemizaion to Ataturk meart Westemizaton.
Turkey had to became more Westem to adwance. The Turkish surset wert down over
civilizaion, and to move Turkish scciety from donkeys aml oxcatts to trains ard cas
Westem values lad to be acceped in Turkey. Idam from Ataturk’s perspecive was a
“negative and overwhelming force that condemned our nation to d&cay.”

A whirlwind of reforms wee instituted © elevate ard clearse Ham from the ream of
palitics ard kring a seee d idertity ard loyalty to the retion of Turkey. Many of the

reforms to Westemers seemnto be supeficia outward symbols o charge, but to a strongly
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religious pemle deried the represemation of their beliefs they are rot. The fez was
banned ard al religious cbthing ard insignia worn by those aher than the ckergy were
outlawed; but charging a Turk’s hat does rot make a Turk Westem. Ataturk reached for
the inward symbols o Islam. He stuck atthemthrough the Turkish language,educaion
and state control over religion.

To be Turkish mears © “speakTurkish.”> A smple explanation, but language lies at
the heat of ewery cukure. Ovemight the Turkish pemle becane illit erate because he
Aralic sciipt used o write Turkish was ablished by Ataturk ard replacedwith Latin
sciipt. Aralic is the divine language 6 Isam, ard Ataturk creaed a nassve schsm
betweenulerma ard the state in charging the written expresson of Turkish from Aralic to
Latin. The successi breaking of this bond forced Turkey to face West® Ataturk
promoted the charge as an attack on the low literacy rate of the cauntry. The pubic
reasoning was to unlock the intelligence of the TGrks.

Deepard peretrating legal reforms were made ty Ataturk. The chuse sting that
Islam was he dficial religion of the sate was dedted from the Constitution.? Ataturk
sought to introduce a Véstem civil code d justce, ard chose the Swiss system as a
modd. Family and pesona law, the bedrock of Islamic influence, were overhauled by
grarting equalrights to men ard women. Pdygany ard a nan’s right to divorce hs wife
through repudation were alolished. Mudim women could chose to mary a non-Mudim,
and the right to vote was given to non-taxpayers and women. Most blasphemous of al,
howewer, was he Westem idea ¢ freedon of religion. Any Turk could charge his

religionif hechoseto. TheQuran specifically denies this possibility to a Musfim.
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Ataturk understood that ary long term accepance d Westem values waild have to
be consolidated trough educaibn.'® Relgious educabn outside d the stte systemwas
closed down. New curriculums were opered urder the Minister of Educaton to spread
and reinforce Ataturk’s secularist.

To further control the thoughts and ideas of the people al religious institutions were
nationalized. Idamic religious kades, workers am their mosques wes placed uder
government ministry control ard influerce. 1dam was elegated to a bureaucacy, ard the
once paverful ulema that had sewed the SultanCaliph were reduced o lower level
bureaucats.” Ataturk broke the power of the uema. They were driven from the
strongholds d government, its law ard powers of erforcenert.”® The foundaion of
Islamic polity, God, was replaced as the source of sovereignty and the object of Worship.

Ataturk ard his reformers tried to stip awaythe influerce d Islamism in Turkish
culture through Westemizaton, but the secudr reforms wee remote ard obscue © the
ordinary Turk.™ Religious pditical paties were outlawed unler Ataturk’s one paty rule.
He would not tolerate any oppasition to his authority. The influence of Islam was limited
by the State, but over a thousaml yeas o religious cuture cannot be erased wer the

short span of a few decades.
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Chapter 5

Survival of a Culture

Idam is a ngjor elenert in the cdlective cansciousress & Turkey. There was Bver a
sulilety or laxness b its accepnce. There was 0 easygoing diversity or tolerance of a
mixed urban civilization in Turkey s accepance d Ilam. Whenlslam was canbined wih
the virile militant Turk-Mongol warrior tradition, the Turks took readily to the spread of
Isam throughwar. Turkish Islamic dogma was conversion by the sword.' It in tumn was
sweptfrom palitical power by the sword in the face ¢ a retional crisis atter WWI that
threaered he patition of Turkey by the victorious Westem powers. The Idlamic state of
the SultanCaliphete was dscredited by the deéat ard cdlaboration with the Westem
infidels, and the nationalist victories allowathturk to take power by force.

Turkish Islam exists on two levels. The first is the dogmetic religion of the gate. It is
the formal, legalstic tradtion taught in the sclools am senmaries, ard handed down by
the Herarchy.> The secaod level is the nystical intuitive ard popular faith of the Sufi.
The Sufi seek a dect connection with God. Sufismtakes nany forms, but is accesdile,
attractve am eady understood by the pele that desre to feelthe rhythm, enotion ard
spirit of God beyond formal Islamic traditidn.

Ataturk’s secudrist principles wee erforced n the cties,but the dd ways suwvivedin

the rural areas. “The simple, ignorant pe@le understood ard preseved true \elues hat
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[the] dite had lost in imitating the West.”® Islam was too deeply rooted in the Turkish
national idertity to castastde. Bereah the suface ¢ Ataturk’s securism ard the elte
that reacled © the West was te stong urdertow of the canmon pele who clung to
religion and ensured its survival.® Secubrismwould rot strip them of the cansolation of
religion.

Ataturk’s pditical legacy the Repubican People’'s Party (RPP), erded its one party
rule in 1950 wtenthe Denwocratic Paty (DP) waselected to run Turkey s Patiamentary
Denocracy. The DPremained byal to Ataturk’s secuérism but opposedthe extrenes
ard excesses othe government in its demal of the cusbms ard tradtions of the Turkish
pemle. Thisincluded he reed or freedan of religion. Islam wasseenby the DP asthe
glue tolding ociety together.” Relgion provides a rora framework, a cale d ethics, to
guide a people’s actions. People want to know how to live their lives. Religion is
essential to their identity and provides hope for this life and the next.

The ewlving denocratizaion throughfreely contested ekcions in Turkey opered he
door to freedan of opinion. In a nation where ninety-nine percert of the country
professesd be Muslim® the suppression of Islam by the scubr government becane an
issue. No pditical patty could ignore the religious eémert in scciety, if nothing more than
as a goup o voters. Ataturk could only pushlslam sofar into the caner becauseltere
were limits to what the people would accept He alowed t to exst, but only under state
control. Now the religious eemrert in Turkey wasgiven same freedan within the palitical
system.

Politicians have to win eections to reman in power. A democratic system focuses

attention on the interests of groups within a society. Contestation forces pdliticians to
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tailor their image and policies to represent what they perceive will be the most popular.®
In Turkey this included he accaonmodaton of religious nterests.  Through
democratization, religiousties with the government dowly evolved through a relaxation of
control ard a deeloping network of relations that developedbetweenthe government arnd
the Islamic community. The center-right paties that came to power viewed rdigion as
either an individual right on the liberal side, or as an alternative to the undemining of

traditional family and community ti€s.
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Chapter 6

The Praetorian Problem

There are limits in Turkey to the pdlitical influence of Iam or any other influence
that would disrupt the cubr government. The phying field of palitics in Turkey is
defined by the military. The annud military budgetis pased with gereral apphus ard no
delste or oppasition.” Ataturk was a military hero, and the war to free Turkey from the
Entente after WWI was achieved through military victories. The military sood behind
Ataturk ard suppated his secubrist reforms. They continue their influerce rot from
military bases, but as active members of the Turkish pditical system. The National
Secuiity Council (NSC) of Turkey consists of the Chef of the Gemrral Staff, Minister of
National Defense, Internal Affairs ard Foreign Affairs, the Canmanders o eachbrarch of
the military services as well asthe General Commander of the Gendarmerie, and the Prime
Minister. The NSC is heavily weighted with the military although they meet under the
chairmanship of the President of the Republibe Constitution specifically states,

The Courncil of Ministers [Execuive Brarch] shal give priority
consideration to the decsions o the Natonal Secuity Council conceming
the measues hat it deens recessayr for the presevation of the existence

and independence of the State, the integrity and indivisibility of the
country, and the peace and security of sodiety.

The Turkish military has taken over the government once during eachof the last three

decadesd restore ader ard maintain the secur principles d Ataturk. After eachcoup
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in 1960,1971 ad 1980,pdlitical paties were eliminated, transformed and rebuilt. Many

experienced pdiiticians were banned by the military from participating in the political

process. This cycle d pdlitical rebirth has sunted the giowth of denocracy. Turkish

palitical paties have not built a lbbng-term relationship with interest groups. Eachdecade
the reinvention of the political order results in pditical paties becoming the paties of

their individualleades® The leaderbecames the saurce d idertificaion. This weakess

their power in relation to the military which has remaned the one constant in Turkish

palitical life. Denocracy has rever grown up in Turkey becauseof the military’s role as

its protector. The sword cuts bath ways. Democracy has nat grown up, but nether has

its embryonic stage been threatened. The military services are the keepers of the Kemadist

faith, ard they assue that the curent state o Turkish denocracy continues atthe erd of a
gun barrel.

The increasing role of Iamism and its threat to Ataturk’s secularism was the puhic
reason for the military coup in 1980. The paedox is that when the military moved to
restore civilian control of the government they sought to achieve a Turkish-1damist
synthesis. The military feared both communist backed groups and Kurdish insurgents.
Idlam was viewed as a moderating influence on both of these extremes. The military
instituted required I1slamic education a dl levels in order to devate the importance of
Islam?

The military, a conservative institution, feared communism and Kurdish insurrection
more than the Idamic influence on secularism.  Turkey's membership in NATO led it to
became preoccuped wih the secuty threat from the Former Soviet Union. Kurdish

revolts had beena pioblem in Ataturk’s day but had beenviolertly crusted by force aml

20



the imposition of martial law. The military was more comfortable with ISlam. Islam could
be controlled in Turkey without force. Ataturk had seento its state control, but the
military, just like Ataturk, left an opening for strengthening and continuing the influence of
Idam in Turkey. Idam was reeded n Turkish scciety. It was ad is a pat of ewery
Turk’s heritage and daly life. The military modified the sate ideology to include a

national Islam that they hoped would bind the nation-state and its bouridaries.

Notes

1James M. Dorsey, “Turkish Military Moving to Control Islam in Its Ranks,” Wall
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Chapter 7

Ozal’s Legacy

The first elecions atter the 1980military coup brought Turga Ozal to power in a
new center-right paty, the Motherland Paty (MP). Ozal had experience in government
as an economic planner, and the military had been impressed with his ability. Oza’s
power was suchthat in the pditical vacuumthe caip kft, he brough consersusto a
diverse goup o both liberal ard conservative views urder one party. This included
religious groupsof which the Sufi Naksibendis brotherhood was the most influential.* The
deeperrhythm of Idam in the ife d ewery Turk broke through the suface novement of
Ataturk’s secubr state. When the MP came to power in 1983, they becane the
personification of the Turkish-Islamisynthesis.

Under the restored civilian control and with the approval of Ozal, the Islamists began
infilt rating government ingtitutions. Ozal hand-picked every MP candidate for paliament
before the gereral elecion in 1983. Ozalwas himself a member of the Naksberdi, ard
they becane the nost powerful lobbying group in Turkish pdlitics. The members of the
Tarikat, brotherhood, were given privileged pgaitions in Ozals government. They now
controlled the top offices and moved the Idamist networks that had smmered beneath
Ataturk’s secuér government to bring its members into the kureaucacy. Public funds

favored Idamic bugnesses ard suppated ldamic educaion. The retwork continued b
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spreadthroughall levels in both the tellowed secwdr state amd scciety. The Naksberdis
control over cabnet ministries, important government positions ard the bureaucacy
allowed the Idlamic networks to move their own members into the civil service, divert
government resaurces b Iamic bushesses ath interests sich asthe educaion of new
members.

Ozals new breed d bureaucat had less exyosure to the West than did the old elite.
They had beenbrought up urder tradtiona culural ard religious vaelues. The elite who
were removed from pasitions of influence by the milit ary coup were replaced ly those that
had beenlost in the undertow of Ataturk’s repression of religion. They had beendowly
working their way into the political structure since the end of one party rule irf 1950.

Martial law in Turkey did not erd urtil 1987. The military did not ssep down as easily
as they had in the past A referendum restored pditical rights to al the hanished
politicians the military had censured. More importantly though the power of Ozal and his
MP was made seif- evident when he fired the incoming military Chief of Staff and replaced
him with a leader more in line with Oza’s views. Ozal had challenged the military, and
they bent to hiswill. After the 1983military organized eections, this would not have been
possible’

The Idamist influence in government was worrying the secularist powers-that-be in
busness, the universities, military and even liberal members of the MP. Their concerns
were soothed in the eghties ly the liberal ecanomy that forced Turkey to face W\ést.
Balance of paymert sumplusesarnd a downturn in trade wih the Guf States wtere links
had been estblished by the Naksberdis was he resuk of lower oil prices, increased

exports ard a hgh influx of foreign curency throughtourism. As a result, Turkey sought
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to join the trading bloc of the European Community. This required subverting the Turk
image in Christian Europe by promoting Turkey as “the” secular-ldlamist country. The
fall of the Berin Wall also reduced he Turkish secudr states pecewved importance d
Idam as a mderting influerce a1 communism The secudr elites vewed Ham as a
diminishing influence due to economic and international political factors that aligned
Turkey with the West.

Ozals ecaromic padlicies promoted the prosperity of the utban middle classthrough
trade wih the West, but to the dehard secudrist's exaspesation, operly ackrowledged
ard cutivated ldamism’s importance n the cauntry. Tradebarriers had beenlifted, and
Turkeywas ntegrating into the gbbal trade narket of “franchises ad brard-name import-
export.”®

Through his paver, Ozal saught to redefne Turkey along capialist ecaiomic
principles alongsde a resumgerce of the ptimacy of Isdamic morals ard Turkish cukure.
Ozals palicies to promote ecanomic growth along Westem principles neart privatizing
government owned bugnesses, downsizing the milion man Turkish military and
decetralizing pditical power from Ankara to the provinces. Sheddng the government
owned hushesses uming in the red would sked the accumlating government deld.
Redudng the sze of the military would drastically reduce government expenses, and drain
the military of real and pdlitical power. The velled effect of decerralizing government
would provide a degee d sef-govemance b al the Kurds, ard break the cycle of the
military’ s influence over the central government. The less central the government, the less
power it would have over the people, and therefore, the military could not play an

influential role in controlling the governmeht.
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The secudrists wert into an uproar over Ozals proposals to direcly attack the
nation-state through Islamic influences, demilit arization and granting palitical power to the
Kurds. Ozalwould not see s ideas hroughto fruition. He diedin office asPresdert in
1993,ard his dreans died with him. The dficial furera cerenony in Ankara included a
Western style military orchestra playing Chopin’s “Death March.” His buria in Istanbul
began at the Suleymanize nosque wih a roon prayer atended ly thousanls of faithful
mourners. All throughthe piocesson to the glaveste they charted “God is Great”® 1t is
a tribute to Ozal’'s ability to accanmodate the diverse interests in Turkish scciety that he
was so enthusiastically honored by both the secular and religious elements.

The leaderof the liberal wing of the MP, Mesut Yilmaz, took control of the party
after Ozal’s death and systematically began to diminate the influence of Idamists in the
government. Islamist pdliticians had been paronized by the Westernized €lite for their
provincial nature ard uraccepénce d modem ways. In their desre to fix their position in
the state bureaucacy they tried to dewvelop nore liberal, Westem outlooks. They
gradudly moved their loyalty to pditical paties of the center-right. This process was
acceérated by many other secudrist professonals that moved to align with the
Motherland Paty and then the True Pah Paty. Other center-right paties followed suit
by seeking to becane more Westem, ard influerce tose in the cauntry that had became
urban ard liberal in respase b the adwancing ecaomy ard Westem palitical thought.
This deepy divided he MP. Ozalhad urited he canservative nationalists ard religious
elemertsin asingle partty. Yilmaz alenated the Ilamists who turned b suppat the Refah
Paty.® The secudrist estblishmert, seduced Ythe turn West, wert sofar asto promote

“the election of a nodem, Americaneducagd, female professe of ecanomics” to headthe
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True Path Party (TPP) and lead the country as Prime Minister. Tansu Ciller led the
former conservative, rural oriented TPP to power in 1893,

The religious ote made ts presere €t one year later becausethe shift in liberal
policies went too far, and the Turkish economy suffered its worst crash in modern history.
TPP lost six percert of its wting block over three years to the rise of religious oriented
paties in the Refah Paty (RP) and National Action Paty (NAP). Turkish voters turn to
suppat Isamist paties more during ecaomic downturns.™* Ciller fell back to the center-
right approach of reconnecting and focusing on religious groups to regain lost tround.

Ozalmade it possble through his incorporation of Ilamists into the sate stucture
for the Idamist paties to flex their padiitical muscle in Turkish government. The massive
migration of the country to its cties aso was Ieginning to fuel the Idamist pdlitical
ergines. Ozalslegacyleft anexanple for other leades o follow in melding the diersity
of East-West elements in Turkey. The Western style military could be controlled. Islamist
interests could be accanmodated. The ecamomy could be shfted into high gearunder
leadeship that had the cairage b make tough decsions. Competert, visionary political
leadeship by Ozal pusked Turkey forward in its dewlopment just as Aaturk had in
founding the first Turkish Repulic. Their visons were different, but the principle of
Ataturk’s revolutionism was advanced. Skilled, deermined leaders that can provide and

implement a vision will succeed.urkey is waiting for the nexataturk orOzal.
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Chapter 8

The Face ofRefah

Turkey seenfrom the dd capiol of the Otoman enpire, Istanbul, is a country
speedig towards the twerty-first certury. Its pgulation has swelled from five ard a ralf
milion a decade agdo over twelve million today, and mae than half a million people
flock to Istanbul from the ural areas & Eastem Turkey every year. New ads,factbories
ard homes are being huilt to replace he dd ard expard the uban environmert into the
surounding courtryside. Other modem, industia cities ae rot yet as érge as $tanbul,
but they are giowing at the sane rate. Over three quaters d the population livesin
towns. The farther eastyou go from Istanbul the nore the sceery charges. The rew
pawed roads tirn to dirt ard gravel. The rew homes in the East are refugee carps built by
people fleeing the civil war with the Kurds or the squdid conditions of life in rural eastern
Turkey for a job in the modern cities of the West.

This mass exodus of people from the rural to an urban environment has left the
migrants feeling lost in the strange social world and working climate of the cities. An
identity crisis ensues from having broken long established traditiond bonds. They feel
aronymous aml alenated in the utban sprawl, ard religion providesan arswer they are

looking for? Refah has answered to this groups needs in the social and political arena.
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Refah promisesanordeily saciety basedon the trust of eachmember of the saiety.
This scciety canonly be reacted trough a dvine system of laws found in ISam. The
Refah message dticizes he unust rule of a carupt scciety that exploits its ctizers.
Refah pdliticians speak 6 equaity anong pe@le, sccial secuity, wefare amd saial justice
as means to advancing the cause and desirability of Ilamic values. The Refah ideology
preacles that a recovery of moral values & necessar to overcome the damination of
Westem might. This does ot mean akardoning Turkey s dewelopmert of Westem
science, indudry or its military srength. They seek an Islamic society not an Islamic state.
In the might versus right debate the right to Résaeerasembodiedn Islamicvalues’

The realstrength of Refh is in its glass oots aientation. The wakers o the paty
in the street believe that they are an a misson of God. They operate atthe canmunity
level and visit every home and family. They spread the ideology of Refah. They provide
the urdermprivileged wth what they need: jobs, food, heath care ard educabn. If it's
broken theyfix it whether it’s running water or electricity in the lome. The pe@le they
convert believe that the party sympathizes wih the hardships hat the Turkish lower
clases are afected ly eweryday. A female Refah acivist, Fehime Akgul, believes, “I'm
working becausetiis my duty as a Mum. We believe that we will be pad for this work
in our second life.”* Islam is a religion of deeds The Refah Party is successful where
other parties are seen as self-centered and uncaring.

Not surprisingly, Refah’s nourishment of the voter srength of the newly urban,
middledower classeded it to pdlitical successnilocal elecions. The retional recagnition
of their succes was in 1994 wken Refah won the mayorships of the two largeg

metropolitan centers, Istanbul and Ank&ra.
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The seculrists feaed hat the Reéh mayors would impose a saial authoritarianism
that would afect individualliberties aul lifesyles. The spedic feais were segegaton of
women, curtailed puldic ertertainment along with access d theaers, bars and caks.
These éas wee never realzed. The Re&h mayors have left wel erough alone. They
have continued anl cansolidated he ageda d the grass oots novement. They have won
over suppaters from other paties by sncerely atacking caruption in pulic office, a
major widegpread caonplaint of al Turks, and consolidaing government suppat ard
funding for sccial sewvices. Through the exanple d effecive adnmistration in local
governments the increasen puldic heath, educaibn ard cultural awaenresshas broadered
Refah’s local and national power bdse.

At the local level the pditicians are p@ulist ard pragnetic. They are pgulist in
pushing policies that people need and want. Pragmdic in their senstivity to the
requirements o the ekctoral contest To stay in power ard maintain influerce hey have
to ge dected and continue to be reelected. The commitment to operating within the
Turkish pdlitical system causesdcal Refah leades t© be more opento palitical pressue
ard compromise from liberatmoderate elemerts than Islamists in other countries. This
pressue is offset by its needto saisfy its cae constituercy. At the local level there s
pressue towards liberal moderation that holds kack he Idamist idedogy ard scaial
ethics®

Necenettin Erbakan is the retional face ¢ Refah. He has long dreaned of certering
Turkey in the ISlamic world. He has voiced the religious community’s distrug of Western

valuesin society since he ealy 1960s’ He tes aternately beenforced aut of the cauntry,
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preverted from paticipaing in politics anly to resuiface wienthe pditical climate relaxed
after transitions from military to civilian rule.

Erbakan came to power in 1996 due @ the calition between Ciller and Yilmaz
callapsng. That cdlapse was tugh alout through accusabns by the Refah Party
aganst first Ciller and then Yilmaz. Neither of the two would form a coalition with Refah
whenit held a Egislative purality, ard Regh exploited the anmosity betweenthe two to
bring them down. Refah has built a reputaton for reducnhg caruption in local
governments throughout the courtry.'’® Trarsferring a successf local canpaign formula
to the national level is a logical step for a pragmatic political group.

Erbakanis no sranger to undemining his pditical adwersaries. He wasthe Depuly
Premer under Prime Minister Ecevt in 1974. Ecevt's policies were causng his
populanity to grow in Turkey. Erbakan feaed that Ecevit would gan erough pditical
suppat to form a government on his own ard abardon the Ilamists. Erbakan forced
Ecevit to the brink of resignation by attacking puldic moral policies such as pornography
that clasled with Ecevt’'s liberaism. The Rime Minister ultimately resigned afer
continued atempts by Erbakan to block government policies.* Before the 1980 cap,
Erbakan along with other oppasition paties brought a motion of cersure aganst the
government for its pro-Western pdlicies. The Prime Minister resigned and no government
could be formed. The military stepped in to reinforce the state's secular, pro-Western
policies’?

Erbakan has played the knife in the back role with those who will not cooperate or
accanmodate Refh, but who are Ebakans castituerts other than the lower-middle

class urban suppaters? Refah has beenin exstence row for thirteenyears. The most
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distinctive element of Islamism, the primacy of Ilamic law, is absent in Turkey. Why then
doesthe Reéh Party receve so much suppat, ard how canthey fashion a phtform to
appeal to voters in a strongly secular stéte?

The arsweris largely due b voters that are urhappy with the waythe cauntry is being
run. Finding someone to run the government snce Sepenber of 1995 has beena circus
Most Turks have not observedary charge n their lives fom al the turmoil at the retional
level exceptfor the ertertainmert value t provides Sixty percert of Refah’'s suppat is a
result of protest votes over corruption in padlitics and belt tightening economic reforms
Turks have suffered through snce he ecaomic downturn in 1994. The mainstream
politicians are seen as unable and unwilling to solve the country’s problems.  The other
forty percert of Refah's suppat is equally split betweennon-militant Mudims and Islamic
fundamentalists. The fundamentalists would impose Isamic law on Turkey. Although
they accaunt for twerty percert of Refah's cangtituerts, they represen only five percert
of the Turkish voters!

The poverful influerce d the three bBrgestproponerts of secuérism big business,the
military and the media, view Idlamism as athreat to power, influence and the secular sate.
Refah walks the tightrope and reassures them by claiming that the Sharia is but a general
guide. They enphaske the secudrist's biases tat the pinciples d pluralism ard the
strength of secular influence preclude the imposition of Islamic law on the courtry.*
Refah understands its own difficulties in projecting Islamic values in a secular state.

Forty-one percert of the members o the Reéh voters label thenseles as secatists.
Turkish national idertity has linked the secudr principles d Ataturk with ISam. The two

are rot viewed as &@ng contradictory, ard in Refah, a sef-descibed pro-Idamist patty,
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there ae stong secudr elenmeris ard tendercies st as here ae in the rest of the
country™®

The denographics of the Reéh Party are dverse. There ae wide diferences n
regional, class ard ehnic groups Eastem ard newly urbanized Kurds suppat Refah as
wel as pegple in the aeas fom Certral ard Eastem Turkey that are bastions of religious
conservatism and nationalism. The Idamist’s dienated by Yilmaz have joined Refah, and
they include urban, educated Mudim busnessmen and professionals. Many of these
middle-upperclass busnessmen and profesionals were educagd n the West. They have
witnessed lte caruption of the West as wel asits power in science, tecmology ard
economics. The more the new and modern is sought by this group the more they turn to
Islam to reference and define their world.'” Their professonal world is secudr, but their
valuesare Idamic. They sruggle agamst the carupting influerce d the West, ard in turn
have been highly effective in mobilizing the lower-middle and lower income groups
established in the cities and migrating from all over Turkey to the cause of'Refah.

The arti-Weskrn case bs sufaced as a cgmaign thene in municipal electons. The
theme has focused on the situation in Bosnia. The argument is that the Bosnian Mudims
ard Serbs are idertical with respectto race ad language. They only differ in faith. Refh
views Europeansuppat or acqueserce o the Sebs as Christian Europe’s fundanertal
hatred of Mudims, and therefore, those that believe Turkey can be more Western are
wrong?®

The liberal ecaromy of the 1980swhich turned Turkeys head West has creaed a
country of haves amd have nots. Unenployment, poverty ard the lack of social sewvices

are seious poblemsin Turkey. Refh raises hese ssuesn Parliament and seeksd sdve
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themdirecty throughits party appaatus Refah, urlike aher pditical paties, has beenan
outspoken critic of the government in economic developfient.

Inflation in Turkey varies letweensixty ard ninety percert, ard many ecaomists are
amazed hat it has awided $iding into hyperinflation. Even after the ciash of 1994,
Turkey s ecanomy rebounded b almost eight percert overall growth the rext yearard has
aweraged letween four ard five percert per year since. The heat of the problem is
political. Politicians engage in short term thinking in order to ensure reelection. The
budget defcit grows by leapsard bounds eachyear due b subsidies required to float
losing state owned companies, the seven hillio n ddlars spent on the war with the Kurds
interest on the debt which has to ke borrowed at forty to fifty percent interest rates, and
the paliticians efforts to buy votes by raising the sadries d state enployees lefore each
election”

Erbakan promised the lower classes he would ease their suffering caused by the failing
ecanomy ard government’s failure to sdve their problems. After he becane Rime
Minister he fell immediately into the trap of announcing a fifty percent pay raise to al civil
sewvarts’ to buy suppat ard votes in the future. To show his suppat for the rural Refah
constituerts he has suggesed emsng interest due o 4.3 hillion ddlars in agricultural
loans.® After barely taking office his pioposals may break he ecamomy in ard of
themmseles?* The easy way out would be to print more money, but this would lead to
hyperinflation and Refah’s removal from the government.

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has recanmended drasic measues to
correct Turkeys ecaiomic problems. The reforms include ncreased pwatization,

restructuring the saial secuity system ard improving tax collecion.”® The Refah Party
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has atacked he IMF as a VWéstem agerwy ard believes fostering more cooperation with
the Islamic economic world will protect the national economy. They do not offer a
sdution because e neasues te IMF denands ae pditicaly unacceptble. Refah's
tradtional role has beento gan suppat by critiquing the government’s failure to acheve
economic development, social justice and corrugfion.

Erbakan has long believed an Isamic Common Market is in order to prevent the West
from overwhelming the Turkish economy,”” but there has never been any subgance
provided br exacly how ard with whom it would be formed. The caxceptis pdlitical
campagn rhetoric. He can ill afford to dienate Western investors by pursuing populist
economic policies. The massive exodus of Western investment would send the entire
Turkish economy into severe shock. However, Erbakan, on his first officia visit to a
foreign country, Iran, sgned a twenty-three hillion ddlar long term ded to purchase
naturd gas from Iran, and build a pipdine from the border of Iran to distribution paints in
Turkey. The ageenent was bugh by the US. ard may resuk in ecanomic sarctions
aganst Turkey. The Cinton admnistration has sgned kgislation to impose saitions an
those that invest forty million ddlars or more in the peroleum infrastructure of Iran and
Libya?®

Erbakan’s voice, however, is bending to the redlities of doing business in Turkey. For
now, he needs the secular mgority to reman in power. He gppeased them in paliament
before their vote on his coalition government by telling them that “the Turkish RepuMic is
adenocratic, secudr ard social state tesed m the law ard principles d Ataturk.”?® The
military needed to hear him say that he would honor their tradition. Turkey's role in

NATO is no longer discussed, ard he appoved the catinued ug o bases for the US.'s
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Operation Provide Comfort. The military gathers strength and prestige from its role in
NATO. Erbakan will no longer pubicly threaten cutting the cord with NATO if he hopes
to remain in power.

Early in 1996, Erbakan viewed he Iranian revolution in 1979 as an exanple of the
way in which Turkey should move.*®* The satemert was mt qualfied with spediics. It
was ally desgned b please lte small group of Refah fundanentalists. Since becaming
Prime Minister the Eastward leanng canpaign promises le made dewuncing the West
have vanished. Erbakan’s desire to turn away from the West is beng muted by Syrian and
Iranian suppat for Kurdish separatists that have long fough for a cauntry cawved out of
Eastern Turkey.>* Syria hes beenaccused bbacking the Kurds to pressue Turkey over
water rights to the Tigris and Euplrates rivers.** Usury is outlawed under Islamic law, but
Erbakan ha made no mention ater coming to power of scrapping interest rates, backing
out of the EU in favor of an Isamic Common Market and turning the Turkish lira into an
Islamic dinar with a fixed currency rae.*®* The nuch needed Véstem investment in
Turkish securities will plumme if Erbakan tries to implement his paty's economic
palicies. The realty of keepng the Turkish ecaromy afloat forces Ebakan to atarndon
any hope of pursuing Islamist economic alignments or policies.

Erbakan is being pulled in opposite directions. The fundamentalists within Refah,
largdy the lower economic class, demand a grict 1slamic ideology from the paty. He has
promised hem to uster in anldamic order to the sate. Fundanernalist paty members
will pressure him to do just that, but his hands are tied by the economic redlities, the
majority of Refh that opposes @indanertalism, secudrists in power ard their backlone

the military. The hard-core ISlamists understand the need to compromise now, but have
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pubicly complained over Erbakan’s bending on Operation Provide Comfort.>* They will
be patient for only so long.

Many believe that a taste of the redlties of power will remove the air of virtue from
Refah. Their stated dojective as aropposition party wasto esgblish anldamic influerce
in Turkish society. Erbakan has broken through the glass ceiling in Turkey by becoming
the first Idamist Prime Minister. The realties o ruming a echological, modem scciety
will continue to force the moderation of Erbakan and his Refah Party. They have excelled
at critiquing the government’s lack of success, but the shoe is now on the other foot.

The political danger for Erbakan is that moderation in the message or compromise
will alienate the fundamentalists, and the large block of protest voters that may come to
view him as being no different than other pdliticians. This will be especially trueif he can
not make headway in improving the economy. The result would be a split or
abardonmert of the Reéh Party which as a esuk would reduceits hold over a mgjority of
patdiament seas in the rext elecions. An exanple d this is Refah's decsion not to field
female cardidates in the ealy 1996 ebctons. The Islamic fundanertalists praised Refah
for the decsion, but the paty most likely lost votes to please a paion of its voting
block.** The loss of suppaters would cantinue  Erbakan felt pressure to institute further
Idamic issues to divert attention from the more pressng @ncerns of government.
Initiatives to build new mosgues in Istanbul or Ankara, or to even propose the wearing of
head coverings by women in pubic buildings would cause the defection of many of the
protestsecudr votes given to him eatier. He wauld likely face notions of cersure from

the Parliament for such actions that violate the Kemalist separation of religion and state.
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Erbakan has done nathing to dhange the view of the puldic that he has no overt
interest in truly cooperating with the True Rith Party. The continued charges aganst
Tansu Ciller and recen alegatons o Turkish criminal connections to the True Path may
result in Ciller’s self-destruction. With his virtue intact Erbakan may well be viewed as the
best alternative in a field of corrupt paliticians. He may be biding his tme, placatng the
secubrists ard pleasng the pegle with populist moves in hopes of strengthenng his
position before moving for eaty elecions.®® Tansu Ciller is herself a pdished pditician.
She may have asisted Ebakan into power knowing full wel that a taste of power would
cau® Erbakanto be divided nto unequalpaits over the mpossible task of satisfying the
diverse interests within his party. The trmoil his iews would causewithin Refah would
also place him into direct confrontation with the military.

If Erbakan were able to form a government on his own, would he pursue an Islamic
ordea? The military would not tolerate an open atack on the secular state and would
intervene. The military expdled fift y offic ers accused bacivity in ISlamist fundanernalist
groups after the Decenter 1995 eécions in which Reh won a legidative plrality.
Thirteenofficers were expeled in Augug 1996 ug a nonth atter Erbakarnis selection as
Prime Minister. Three hundred pesonnel have been expdled from the military for
violating the requirement to separate religion and military service in the past five years.
This is certainly a sobering message for Ilamists. The top military brass show no sgns of
backing down from this policy, and have never hesitated to intervene in the government to
return the system to secular order.’” The military done will moderate Erbakan’s Isiamist
tendencies. The war with the Kurds provides the military with an excuse to intercede in

the government at any time .
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A deep sense of commitment and identity with the secular sate exists in Turkey after
three gererations of secubrism. Eighty-five pecert of the pgulaton suppats ard are
confident in the Army. It is the nations mast truged institution, and its interventions have
been characterized as apditical by the peple. The pafiament ard the government in
power have the lowest levels of confidence from the people. This is evident in the
unquesioned repression of the Kurdish forcesin the East ard Northern Iraq by the Army.
Erbakan has softened his criticisms of this pdlicy, ard in turn may lose Kurdish suppat in

Refah®®
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Chapter 9

No Way Out

The current gtuaion sems to hod no way out for Erbakan and the Refah Party.
Anyway he turns he seems t be blocked ly either compromising with the pditical
coalition, adhering to the military’s view of the date, the ISamic fundamentalists, Turkish
bushess nterests, or consolidating the large rumber of protest votes that are turning to
Refah.

Erbakan doeshave a wayout. It canbe found in the palitics ard palicies of Turgat
Ozal The trarsformation would not take phce wer night, but Erbakars options are
threebld. Firdt, isolate ad weakernthe pditical oppasition in the wo prominert paties,
the True Path ard Motherland. Secand, court ard secue an erdorsenert from the
military. Third, improve the economy becauseas Ataturk understood in puslhing his
secularist reforms, long term stability is not possible without a sound ecdnomy.

Erbakan should continue to pus the investigation of corruption in government, and
swiftly bring those at fault to justice eenif the caruption is in his ovn paty. The True
Path has keenaccused bhaving canections with the urdemworld. The investigatons
should na be covered up, but given as much media exposure as paossible. Erbakan should
continueto pubicly condemn theillegd actions by his oppanents, and move to control the

government ard the poalitical machinery when the qoportunity strikes. The gal is to
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isolate and weaken Ciller without pulicly appearing to do s0. Being seen as the sole
cause of the destruction of the oppasition will lead to problemsin governing the country
once elections have legitimized hs government. The gaal must be to urite powver in the
center with Refah in the driver’'s séat.

To really control the resulting vacuum, Erbakan will have to continue to moderate his
message and appear statesman like in every instance. Seizing the initiative will be the key
to success in convincing the pdlity that he is working towards the best interests of the
country. He should surprise the center-right paties by making concessions without their
prompting or by letting the military establish the limits of political behavior. His
concessions must never appear to have been ordered by the military or forced by the
opposition®

The military controls the politics of the country. The most difficult obstacle to
Erbakan’s success would be in securing an endorsement of military suppat for his
government. The short term solution is to pubicly associate with the military as often as
possble in a paitive way. This would meaninspecing the troops, awarding medak ard
paticipating in military ceremonies to the extent possible. The effort must be sncere
becauseike al groups te military wants to feel needed and gppreciated for their role in
society. The Turkish military should modernize its military adong the lines of U.S. forces.
This involves downsizing ard upgiading their hardware which would result in a modem,
more professiona military. They should be encouraged to become more professional and
mission oriented, and some of the savings in downsizing should be used b upgade he
standard of living in the military. The military’s confidence needs to be ganed to focus

their attention awayfrom palitics arl on their misson of guaanteeing the secuty of the
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country. In suppating the military Erbakan must adways remember that they can influence
his every move throughthe Natonal Secuiity Council. His pditical orgarization must be
built to provide enough popular support to take to the streets if a coup seems? likely.

Erbakan like Ozal should seek & modemize Turkey not Westemize. Embracing
captalism does ot meanenbracing Westem values® To ultimately consolidate control
over Turkey will require difficult but necessgr ecaromic decsions. Reduang
government experditures and the kudget deicit are the hghed priorities This will
involve privatization of government controlled indudries, and backing away from the
campagn promises Erbakan made in salary raises and debt cancellation. The latter will be
unpopular, but the people will have to be convinced that the previous government has
made t fiscaly impossble o follow through becauseof the widespead corruption in
government.

The military’s cooperation becomes doubly important in solving Turkey’s economic
dilemma They are bankrupting the country. Any military in the world will spend
whatever moneys they can get their hands on, and the Turkish military is no exception. In
line with redudions in the military force structure, they must be convinced that the war
aganst the Kurds which has cost hillions of ddlars to dae is assisting in driving the
country to financial ruifi.

War aganst the Kurds res assted n accegrating the drop in experdituresfor social
services Forty percert of the kudgetfor 1993 wasspert on the military, and only ten
percert was dlocated for educaibn ard three pecert for heath. The cwil war still
continues in the East with no immediate end in Sght. The Turkish Busnessman's and

Industialist’s Assaiation reported hat twerty percert of Turks controlled sixty percert
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of the eanings whle the porest group o twerty percert controlled only four percert.
Sahbries ard wageshave dropped wiie rents ard interests have risen. The gap between
rich ard poor, managenent ard labor, pditician ard citizenindicates annevitale crisis on
a large sca urless he ecmomy canbe turned apund.” The military will be a difficult sell
becausehey will have to give up power, the threat of armed force, that they believe can
fix the problem and ensure stability.

Solving the economic problems and providing for an increased living sandard for all
Turks would bring a resurgence of interest in Turkish culture. A new commitment to
Idam would result as Idlam is an undeniable way of life in Turkey and not solely a
religion.? Erbakaris interest would be served wofold by increasng his pditical power
and moving Turkey towards a society more centered on Islam.

The pdlicies of the U.S. and European Community (EU) will have long term effects
on Turkey's economic and social growth. Their cooperation will be required to fuel
Erbakan’s legitimacy and success with the people and with the military. Erbakan’s turn
toward Iran in secuing a natural gas deaktan be explained as ecoomic suwival to the
U.S. Turkey is energy short, and they have lost twenty-seven hillio n ddlars in revenue
from grarting pipeline accessotIrag ard trade wih other Araban Guff states lecause b
the enbargo aganst Irag.’ The dealmay became problematical for Erbakanif the Clinton
administration turns against him. He will be better off to appease the U.S. as he did after
becaming Prime Minister, but likewise the US. must also be convincedto moderate their
position ard allow Turkey to normalize relations with its reighbors. Turkey is a citical
member of NATO, dly of the U.S., and is surrounded by potential adversaries in Iraq,

Iran, Syria, newly formed caurtries 0 the East, Greece ad the Bakars to the
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Northwest. Turkey can not be expected to bear the responsibility of crossing swordswith
its neighbors to satisfy the U.S.

Membershp in the EU would give Turkey a tenerdous most in internal ard
international presige. Erbakan needs ¢ canpagn EU members aggessvely to stop
Greecefrom blocking Turkey s membership with its veto. Greece s Hocked nvitations
to EU conferercesard EU funds guaanteed o Turkey as pat of the EuropeanCusbms
Union. Full membership in the EU will make Turkish goods more competitive in Europe,
but Erbakan must first fix the Turkish ecaiomy. If Turkey were a member of the EU, it
would be the poorest with the lowest sandard of living. Turkey’'s gppadling record of
human rights violations must also be reduced,ard have beenpubicly cited for Turkey s
excluson from the EU. The EU will not grant membership to a country in which torture
of its ctizers s routinely reported, ard prison serterces ae handed down with no
consideration of due process on an ongoing Basis.

Changing the view of the military towards government and society, and turning the
ecaomy around are dificult challenges or Erbakan These chllenges wauld require him
to show determination and courage n the face ¢ greatadwersity. He has rot stown these
qudities in the past, and there is nothing that would indicate he will develop them in the
near future. He is a survivor. A pditician committed to his own quest for personal
power. He has alreadystarted the nove to acheve consolidation of pdlitical control, but
it will be fleeting. He has dreamed of building an Ilamist society within Turkey his entire
life. He s now sewenty yeas o age ad hs charce, maybe hs only charce, is fast
approaching, but it will never be fully realized. Erbakan has dways been urtil now a pat

of the qppasition, ard the gruggke © impose his will upon Turkey will fail because is
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image will be tarnished as the country comes to understand that like all the other current
paliticians he is unalde to charge he cauntry for the better. Any momentum creaed will
be checked lecause Ebakan will not move too fast without the military’s suppat. He
will not trade his pasition in power for short term success. If Erbakan comes to power
without the need for a codlition, the military will control him or soon remove him if he
moves outside the boundaries they define.

The likely result is that Turkey will continue with busness as usud. The military will
provide sability and order. Turkish democracy will survive in its current state. The
paliticians will continue to muddie through knowing full wel that the military will provide
a backstop should the government fail. They will fulfill t heir expectations. Turkey's
economic and pdiitical patential will continue to smolder beneath the sharpened seel blade
of the military and the ineptness of its politicians.

Turkey will remain fixed between East and West if it continues on its current pah.
The push-pull nature of the power and influence of relationships in Turkey will prevent it
from dominating the region or substantially influencing the international community of
powers. The mixing of Eastem ard Westem elenerts brings ts owvn consequeres loth
good, bad and indifferent, but will not result in the surfacing of the best of both worlds.

The future of secudr Turkey is secue in the short term from becaming an Islamist
state. The West does ot need b fearthe Reéh's riseto palitical power. The secudr
state is secued by Turkeys form of padiamentary denocracy, dedcaton to Kemalism,
accanmodaiton of Idamism in pdlitics, diversity of interests within Refah, and ultimately,

by the military.
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Turkey s roots run deepin many different cukures anl ehnicities. Ataturk formed
the limbs and branches from those roots to grow in the direction of Turkish nationalism.
In order to secue the future fate of the secudr vision of a nodem denocratc state,
Turkey has 10 be opento the wald ard the inclusion of many idertities wthin the cauntry.
This is only possible by raising the sandard of living for dl Turks in an environment where
they can live and work freely. To achieve this vision will require devout courage and
determination from the caintry’s leades. The sdutions o the problems are not novel or
urknown. The hard choices require redudng and controlling the budget deicit ard
inflation, privatizing of state busnesses and solving the Kurdish insurrection. All tough

measures, but the possibilities of success are real.
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